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TAGS: PEGS, ENRG, TS, LY 

SUBJECT: TUNISIAN-LIB YAN OEESHORE BOUNDARY DISPUTE AND 
TRAVEL OE GOT OEEICIALS 

REF: TUNIS 1227 AND PREVIOUS (NOTAL) 

1. AMOR ROUROU, PRESIDENT OE TUNISIAN STATE OIL COMPANY 
(ETAP) AND SADOK BELAID, DEAN OE UNIVERSITY OF TUNIS LAW 
EACULTY, DEPARTED MARCH 6 EOR GENEVA (EVENSEN INTERSESSIONAL 
MEETING IN LOS) WHENCE THEY WILL TRAVEL THIS WEEK TO 
WASHINGTON TO CONSULT DEPARTMENT GEOGYAPHER HODGSON. INFORMED 
GOT SOURCE TELLS US GOT NO LONGER BELIEVES IT AND LARG CAN 

REACH AGREEMENT ON TERMS OE REFERENCE EOR REEERRAL OE CONTI- 
NENTAL SHELL DISPUTE TO INTERNATIONAL COURT OE JUSTICE IN 
ACCEPTABLE TIME ERAME; ESPECIALLY IN LIGHT OF RECENT INCI- 
DENT INVOLVING ITALIAN DRILLING SHIP OPERATING ON BEHALE OE 
LIBYANS IN DISPUTED ZONE. GOT THEREEORE SAID TO ENVISAGE 
EARLY APPLICATION TO COURT ON ESSENTIALLY UNILATERAL BASIS, 

PERHAPS SUGGESTING THAT JOINT COMMUNIQUE OE AUGUST 1976 
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INDICATED LARG WILLINGNESS TO SUBMIT DISPUTE TO CJ JURISDICTIOP. 

2. WE ARE TOLD GOT HAS BEEN ENCOURAGED AS TO STRENGTH OE 
ITS BOUNDARY CLAIMS IN GULL OF BAGES BOTH BY AMERICAN INTER- 
NATIONAL LAWYER NORTHCUTT ELY AND BY BRITISH PROFESSOR JEN- 
NINGS. ONE TOPIC ANTICIPATED EOR DISCUSSION WITH HODGSON IS 
TREND IN LOS TOWARD "NEW DEEINITION" OF CONTINENTAL SHET.F AS 
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UNDERSEA PROLONGATION OF CONTINENT WHICH, IT IS SAID , - GIVEN 
RELEVANT ISOBATHS-WOULD EURTHER EAVOR TUNISIAN CLAIMS VIS- 
A-VIS THOSE OE LIBYA. 

3. SOURCE REEERRED TO DANGERS INHERENT IN CURRENT INCIDENT 
OVER ITALIAN DRILLING EOR LIBYA IN DISPUTED AREA. HE SAID 
CAPTAIN OP SAIPEM DRILLING SHIP "SCARABEO IV" HAD FIRST TOLD 
TUNISIAN AUTHORITIES HE WOULD REMOVE VESSEL PROM AREA AS SOON 
AS HE COULD RETRACT DRILLING DEAR AND CAP (6,000 METER) WELL. 
HOWEVER, HAVING CAPPED WELL, SHIP IN FACT HAS REMAINED IN AREA 
BECAUSE OP LARG THREAT THAT ITALIAN INTERESTS OTHERWISE WOULD 
PACE UNSPECIPIED CONSEQUENCES. 

4. SOURCE REEERRED TO EMBARRASSING SITUATION IN WHICH ITALIANS 
PIND THEMSELVES, SPECULATING THAT THEIR GEOGRAPHERS HAD MADE 
ERRONEOUS CALCULATION THAT DRILLING SITE, PRESUMABLY CHOSEN 
BY AGIP (LIKE SAIPEM, AND ENI SUBSIDIARY), WAS JUST ON LIBYAN SIDE 
OP EQUIDISTANT LINE. 

5. SOURCE INDICATED THAT (FEBRUARY 19-21) VISIT OP LARG 
INTERIOR MINISTER H'MIDI KHOUILDI, TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED 
SINCE LAST DECEMBER TO OVERCOME IMPASSE AT EXPERT LEVEL IN 
QUEST FOR AGREED TERMS OP REPERENCE EOR ICJ, ACHIEVED NO RESULTS 
AND CONSISTED MAINLY OP TOURISM. SOURCE ADDED THAT AART PROM 
LARGS NOW MERELY WANTING ICJ GUIDANCE ON PRINMIPLES TO APPLY 
IN DELINEATING BOUNDARY, ANOTHER CATCH IN LARG AP- 
PROACH TO HAGUE ARBITRATION HAS BEEN INSISTENCE THAT ICJ DECI- 
SION BE SUBJECT TO RATIFICATION BY RESPECTIVE NATIONAL CONSTI- 
TUTIONAL AUTHORITIES, THAT EOR LIBYA BEING SAME EXECU- 
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TIVE BODY THAT WOULD HAVE APPROVED SUBMISSION TO COURT. 
MULCAHY 
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